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SEATTLE INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL – LIVE FROM PLANET EARTH  
MAY 12-17 AT SEATTLE CENTER, MAY 19 IN TACOMA 

Focus On Women Performers Of The World  
 Seattle International Nights Series For Teens and Adults 

Special Event May 7-11: Aurélia’s Oratorio with Seattle Repertory Theatre 
 
  

Seattle, WA  - The 2008 Seattle International Children's Festival (SICF) will take place May 12-17 at Seattle 

Center and May 19 at the Broadway Center for the Performing Arts in Tacoma.  The annual performing arts 

festival for all ages presents an international lineup of circus, music, theatre, puppetry, dance and multi-

media shows designed to educate and entertain students, their teachers, families, teens and adults alike!  

Eighteen companies representing seventeen countries, including France, Colombia, Japan, Israel and 

Guinea are scheduled to perform.  Public tickets go on sale April 1st on line at seattleinternational.org or 

206.325.6500.  Find out more at seattleinternational.org or call 206-684-7338.  

 

Focus on women of the world.    SICF 2008 will deliver the usual high quality professional and 

international artists that audiences have come to expect—and a few unusual events sure to delight 

and surprise.   “This year's Festival has a focus on powerful, pan-generational women artists in a 

variety of arts disciplines,” says Executive Director Andrea Wagner.  “From a Colombian grandmother 

(Petrona Martínez) singing folk songs originally sung by women waiting to give birth, to a circus 

strong woman (Circa), powerful Guinean drummers (Amazones) representing an art form traditionally 

dominated by men, one of the foremost scholars and performers of Palestinian music (Reem Kelani), 

fiery flamenco (Savannah Fuentes), an actress who activates a magical interactive universe (TPO), to 

a little clay princess learning to find her own voice (Puppentheater Halle), these performances will 

inspire audiences of all ages and sexes.  Of course, we're not leaving out the men – Jo Taira, Japan's 

youngest winner of the prestigious National Puppet Contest, and the story of a young Ethiopian hero 

and his family's journey to their new home in Israel (Nephesh Theatre), are joining in the act as well.  

For ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, this year's Festival is a snapshot of our real theme - a look 

at what's "live from planet earth!" 

 

Get schooled at the Festival.   Seattle International Children’s Festival is truly an all ages event with shows 

that appeal as much to 40 year olds as 4 year olds.  The bulk of performances do occur during school hours 
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(playing to thousands of students and teachers), however, there are plenty of seats for homeschoolers, 

parents who’d like to attend with (or without!) their children, seniors, and adventurous adults who can skip 

work and go back to school for the day!  Seattle International Nights, an evening series for teens and adults, 

plays Thursday and Friday nights. Family Day is Saturday, May 17. 

 

Seattle International Nights .   An evening series for teens and adults!  Thursday, May 15 at 8:30pm: 

Global Divas, a one-of-a-kind concert featuring Petrona Martínez, Reem Kelani and Savannah 

Fuentes Flamenco.  Friday, May 16, 7:30pm: Circa performs The Space Between – one night only; 

8:00PM at Vera Project:  Savannah Fuentes Flamenco and Friends. 

 

Family Day.   Saturday, May 17 is Family Day with multiple offerings playing from 10am – 5pm.   

Families can take in a show, have lunch and play in the international fountain. Come dance the 

afternoon away at the World Music Party, the final concert in the 2008 Town Hall Family Concert 

Series, co-presented with SICF.  2:30pm at Fisher Pavilion with Petrona Martinez, Reem Kelani and 

their bands. 

 

Tacoma Festival.  May 19.  One day, two theaters, four companies, 5,000 tickets, and one big party 

in the street.  The Festival travels south to the Broadway Center for the Performing Arts for a full day 

of performances by Circa, Amazones —Women Mater Drummer of Guinea, Jo Taira, and Petrona 

Martínez.   

 

Discovery Centers.  Free to ticket buyers, the Festival offers fun and educational hands-on activities 

before and after shows. Create!  Japanese drums, koi fish kites, sidewalk chalk murals, buttons and 

badges, origami and a Clay Land fantasy.  Experience!  SANCA circus classes with guided physical 

activities, Lost Luggage – a physical game of transportation challenges, a flamingo habitat (Fri-Sat 

only). Explore!  Flags from around the world scavenger hunt, the world of germs and healthful living, 

maps from around the world and around the region, environmental science (Sat only). Just Play!  

Giant bouncing balls, hula-hoop, face painting, karaoke (Thurs only), unicyclers, jump ropers, student 

performances and more!   Discover Center Hours are Mon – Fri: 9:30am – 2:30pm.  Saturday: 12pm – 

5pm. Tacoma hours are 10am – 1pm.  
 

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES  

May 7-11 Aurélia’s  Oratorio –France 

The Bagley Wright Theatre / 70 minutes / Best for ages 10+ / Tickets are $35/$25/$10 

 

The week prior to the Festival, SICF, in partnership with the Seattle Repertory Theatre, is proud to 

present Aurélia’s  Oratorio.  A dazzling display of stage illusion created by Aurélia Thierrée in 

collaboration with her mother Victoria Thierrée Chaplin.   
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"Aurélia’s Oratorio is a breath of softly surreal air, an illusion show that quietly turns the world upside 

down and inside out." - London Evening Standard 

 

Aurélia’s Oratorio will perform at the Bagley Wright Theatre, May 7-10 at 7:30pm with additional 2pm 

matinees on May 8 &11. There will be a talk back with the artists after the 2pm May 8th performance 

and these special events: 

 

May 8 – 5:30pm – World Stage Benefit  – La Vie en Rouge! 

Rover’s restaurant and “Chef in the Hat” Thierry Rautureau conjure up a French dinner and dessert 

experience—the perfect complement to Aurélia’s Oratorio !  Leave your keys with the valet and 

follow the red carpet to a Parisian dream.  Ticket info: development@seattleinternational.org.  

 

May 11– 12:30pm –Mother’s Dejéuner  – A unique Mother’s Day experience.   

Treat Mom to bubbly brunch beverages with savory and sweet crêpes in the Rotunda Café prior to 

the matinée.  Brunch tickets are $15.   

 

May 12- Opening Night Celebration - Live From Plane t Earth:  An International Variety Show!   

The Bagley Wright Theatre / 7:30pm / All Ages / Tickets $18 in advance; $20 at the door 

The Festival kicks off in fine fettle featuring the multi-instrumentalist, pan-cultural raconteur MC James 

Whetzel introducing Australia’s Circa, Savannah Fuentes Flamenco, Tokyo’s Jo Taira, and Amazones, 

Women Master Drummers of Guinea.  Cap the night with a lively party in the lobby.  

 
2008 PERFORMERS  
 
Amazones – Women Master Drummers of Guinea  –West Africa  
Bagley Wright Theatre / 50 minutes / Best for ages 7+  
Weekdays//Saturday/ Also in Tacoma 
 
Jubilant and hypnotic, this ensemble of outstanding women drummers is a rarity to be experienced, 
combining pounding enthusiasm and intensity with rhythmic virtuosity.   
 
“…they play with a fury, pounding out heart-racing rhythms and dancing into near frenzies… racking 
up rave reviews and challenging social conventions.” – The Boston Globe 
 
Reem Kelani  –U.K./Palestine  
The Davey Jones at Fisher Pavilion / 50 minutes / Best for ages 7+ 
Weekdays/Nights/Saturday 
U.S. Premiere 
 
With her engaging stage presence, angelic voice, sparkling wit, and a band that features some of the 
finest traditional and jazz players in London, Reem charts the cultural terrain of Arabic music.   
 
“(The performance) had everything: drama, emotion, education, humour, power, musicianship, 
surprises, and above all a level of musical and personal integrity that shone through the whole set.” – 
Folkdevils.com 
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Petrona Martínez  –Colombia  
The Davey Jones at Fisher Pavilion / 50 minutes / Best for ages 7+ 
Weekdays/Nights/Saturday/Also in Tacoma 
 
Petrona Martínez is one of the world’s most authentic Afro-Colombian voices.  At 69 years young, 
Petrona continues the classic “grandparent/grandchild” relationship between performer and audience 
that’s become a hallmark of SICF’s pan-generational mission. Her fresh, uninhibited style, sprightly 
dancing and highly percussive sound earned her a 2002 Latin Grammy nomination.   
 
“…a deep rhythm, contagious and vital.”  – World Music Central 
 
Savannah Fuentes Flamenco –USA 
Center House Theatre / 50 minutes / Best for ages 7+ 
SICF World Premiere Commission 
Weekdays/Nights/Saturday 
 
After years of study here and abroad, Savannah Fuentes teams up with two brilliant musicians, Tyson 
Hussey and flamenco singing sensation Keiko Ooka, to share her talent, knowledge and most of all, 
her passion for Spain’s signature dance.    
 
"…they are real flamenco, straight up and stunning." - Regina Hackett, Seattle P.I. 
 
Nephesh Theatre Company  –Israel  
One of a Kind – Andargee  
Center House Theatre / 65 minutes / Best for ages 10+ 
Weekdays/Saturday 
 
This award-winning comedy/drama with music and multi-media animation tells the inspirational story 
of a family’s seemingly impossible journey from Ethiopia to Jerusalem – on foot!  
 
“From the opening until the play’s end, the audience is invited on an emotional theatrical journey.”  –  
Y-Net 
 
Jo Taira –Japan  
Dream Journey 
The Davey Jones at Fisher Pavilion / 50 minutes / Best for all ages.  
Weekdays/Saturday/Also in Tacoma 
U.S. Premiere 
 
The youngest winner of Japan’s prestigious National Puppet Contest takes the audience on a colorful 
and enchanting journey in a fanciful series of short, sometimes wordless, vignettes using toys, dolls, 
and everyday household objects. 
 
“…a dream world for children, but it also fascinates adults.”  –  Asahi NP 
 
Puppentheater Halle  – Germany   
King Thrushbeard  
Center House Theatre / 45 minutes / Best for ages 6+  
Weekdays/Saturday 
 
Using only clay, twigs, feathers, pearls, and a particularly familiar doll, two master puppeteers animate 
the Grimm Brothers’ classic tale of the struggle between a king and his selfish daughter. 
 
 “The children were in a fever of excitement and cheered…a great production.” – Hartmut Mechtel 
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Circa – Australia 
46 Circus Acts in 45 Minutes   
Bagley Wright Theatre / 50 minutes (go figure) / Good for all ages 
Weekdays/Nights/Saturday/Also in Tacoma 
U.S. Premiere 
 
The title says it all.  Thrill as three intrepid acrobats race against the clock and their own physical 
limits to tumble, fly, contort, juggle and balance their way toward a land speed record for fun!   
 
“Circa redraws the limits to which circus can aspire.” – The Age (Melbourne) 
 
Teatro di Piazza o d’Occasione (TPO)  – Italy  
children cheering carpet - The Japanese Garden  
Seattle Center Pavilion B / 50 minutes/ Show #1 Ages 2-7; Show #2 Ages 7+ 
Weekdays/Saturday  
 
A revolution in theatre and storytelling!  An actress sets the stage, a dancer enters and suddenly, the 
‘enchanted carpet’ comes alive with images and sounds as sensors magically react to the pressure of 
feet or body.  Then the audience is invited to create their own sensorial experience.  On Saturday 
audiences can also explore the world of TPO in 20 minutes sessions for all ages for only $5. 
 
“…an educational dream - spontaneity, creativity, problem solving and team work are all present...” 
– The Age 
 
SATURDAY ONLY!    
All Ages World Music Party  co/presented with Town Hall Family Concert Series 
The Davey Jones @ Fisher Pavilion / 50 minutes / Best for All Ages / 2:30pm 
 
East meets west as Palestinian diva Reem Kelani teams up with Petrona Martínez and her Afro-
Colombian virtuosi in a world music double-bill that’s sure to break into an all-ages, all-world, 
discothèque du monde!   
 
SEATTLE INTERNATIONAL NIGHTS — An Evening Series For Teens and Adults.  
 
Global Divas –Thursday, May 15 – One Night Only!  
The Davey Jones @ Fisher Pavilion / 8:30pm  
Room to dance / Beer and wine served at the Ol’ Gare Bar 
 
Women of the world take center stage in this one-night-only powerhouse performance featuring the 
music, song and dance of Afro-Colombian legend Petrona Martinez, flamenco sensation Savannah 
Fuentes, and Palestinian dynamo Reem Kelani. 
 
Circa – Australia  
The Space Between –Friday, May 16 – One Night Only!  
The Bagley Wright Theatre / 7:30pm / Best for ages 10+ 
 
A breathtaking fusion of circus arts and contemporary dance from Down Under.  Explosive acrobatic 
encounters, lyrical duets and supple physical contortions visually drenched with layers of projections 
and set to a blend of Jacques Brel songs, industrial sounds by Darrin Verhagin and DJ Shadow. This 
is stripped back circus of the heart.   
 
“Supple, smooth, and arousing, much like the French language which accompanies it…moments such 
as the beautiful trapeze duet and the gymnastic solo will remain with viewers for a long time.” – 
Australian Stage 
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Savannah Fuentes Flamenco and Friends  – Friday, May 16 – One Night Only!  
Vera Project / 8:00pm / All Ages / Tickets $10 at the door 
 
An evening of sultry flamenco with a touch of the street.  The Vera Project - Seattle's Always All-Ages 
Music Venue - is filling the bill with guest bands that share Savannah's gypsy spirit. Go to 
www.theveraproject.org or the SICF website for lineup updates. 
 
 
TICKETS  

Opening Night – Live From Plane Earth: An International Variety Show: $18 advance/ $20 day of 

show.  All weekday, school-hour shows:  $9.50 advance; $10 day of show.  Savannah Fuentes 

Flamenco and Friends at Vera Project: $10 at the door. TPO 20-minute sessions on Saturday, May 

17: $5. Saturday Family Day & Seattle International Nights shows are as follows:   

                            Adult    Youth/Senior 

Single Ticket         $15     $10 

2-Show Package   $26     $17 

3-Show Package   $36     $24 

4-Show Package   $45   $30 

 

Tickets go on sale April 1.  Advanced tickets can be purchased online at www.seattleinternational.org; 

by phone at 206-325-6500; and Ticket Window walk up locations in Pacific Place, Broadway Market, 

Pike Place Market and Meydenbauer Center until 6pm the day before the show.  Day of show tickets 

can be purchased at the Festival on site box office located at the Seattle Center House (food court 

level), Mon-Fri, May 12-16, 9:30am-12:30pm and Sat, May 17, 9am-4:30pm.  Tickets can also be 

purchased at the door at all venues in Seattle and Tacoma 30 minutes prior to show time for weekday 

shows, and 1 hour prior to Seattle International Nights and Saturday performances.  

 

For more information please contact The Seattle International Children’s Festival through the website 

www.seattleinternational.org.    

Major Sponsors.  Seattle Center, IKEA, Safeco Insurance Foundation, The Paul G. Allen Family 

Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, Washington State Arts Commission, ArtsFund, Boeing, 

The Mayor’s Office of Arts and Cultural Affairs, 4Culture, Dimmer Family Foundation, Ben B. Cheney 

Foundation, and Wizards of the Coast.  Media sponsorship provided in part by The Seattle Post-

Intelligencer, Radio Disney AM1250, ParentMap, The Stranger and KUOW FM94.9.  

#  #  # 

 

Media Only.   For photo art or more information about the Seattle International Children's Festival please 

contact Jená Cane at jena@seattleinternational.org or 206.684.7347 (May 10-19 only: 206-650-5804 cell). 


